
 

WESTERN SPIRE 

February 2017 

 
  

“Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace  

that was given me by the working of God’s power.” ~Ephesians 3:7 

 

Greetings, Sisters and Brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

 In Church life, pastors are often lamenting the rapid transition between Christmas and Lent. Obviously, 

for planning purposes, we of the clergy need to be thinking ahead, but every year Lent seems to loom closer than 

ever, and we are forced to jump quickly from the celebration of the birth of Christ, into the somber, reflective 

season of Lent. 

 But this year is different! The calendar actually gives us Two. Whole. Months! between Christmas and 

Ash Wednesday, which falls on March 1st this year. That means that this year, we are spending seven weeks in 

the season of Epiphany. A pastor almost doesn’t know what to do with himself! Almost! 

 Epiphany is a season of revelation, of the manifestation of Jesus, the Divine presence made incarnate. To 

have an epiphany means to have a moment of sudden revelation or insight. An epiphany, or the Epiphany, is not 

something we usually spend a lot of time sitting with. An epiphany is generally a short-lived experience that leads 

to something bigger than itself. Yet here we are, in a longer than usual season of Epiphany. 

 I think that this unusually prolonged time gives us a couple of opportunities. First, it gives us a chance to 

sit with the incarnation, God-made-flesh in the person of Jesus Christ. This is something that, as Christians, we 

obviously know and recognize throughout the calendar year, but how often do we just pause to reflect on this? 

How often do we just dwell and meditate on what this means: God loved the world so much, that God took on 

human form, endured human suffering, all that creation, and us especially, would be redeemed.  

 That’s a pretty powerful kind of love. It’s a little overwhelming at times. So maybe we need this extra 

long season of Epiphany this year, just to absorb the ramifications of this event.  

 The second opportunity we have been given, is the chance to rest. The holidays are over! No more big 

gatherings of family and friends; no more pies to bake or turkeys to baste; no more presents to buy and wrap. This 

is a time to just pause.  

 In our culture we are not very good at pressing pause. We feel too often that if we aren’t doing something, 

then we are being lazy, undisciplined, useless, or worse.  

 But stepping back from the craziness, particularly a hectic holiday season at the end of a tumultuous year, 

is not only a restful idea, it is a healing idea. If we do not rest, we become worn and tired. If we do not step back, 

we can easily become overwhelmed, losing perspective. If we do not reflect on the important things we celebrate 

and claim to believe in, we can quickly lose the understanding of the true core of our faith: that Jesus Christ took 

on human flesh in order to live with us, love us, teach us, and, ultimately, die for us.  

 As we move forward in this new year, I want to invite you to take some time in this season of Epiphany, 

to hold in your heart the real meaning of this season, and in that, I hope you find rest.  

 

grace & peace, 

Pastor Kyle 
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Preaching and Worship  

February 2017 

 
February  5, 2017  Blanket  Sunday  
     Sr. Barbara  Moore  preaching  

 
Reader:  Edie Chapman     Ushers: Ray & Sharon Marr  
Toddler Room:  Logan & Kelly Babcock  
    

   

February  12, 2017  Communion  Sunday        
 

Reader:  Randy Kennard     Ushers: Ray & Sharon Marr  
Toddler Room:  Carol & Andy Sloan     

  Communion Elders: Steve Kennard, Alicia Lynch, and Jody Pruitt  

 

 
February  19, 2017   7th Sunday  in Ordinary  Time 
     No Sunday  School  

 
Reader:  Don Dantz      Ushers: Ray & Sharon Marr  
Toddler Room: Katie Mitchell  
 

 

February  26, 2017  Transfiguration  of  the Lord  
Sweets  & Treats  Mardi  Gras Theme 

 
Reader:  Sue Pringle     Ushers: Ray & Sharon Marr  
Toddler Room: Sue Leonard    

 
       

 

Greetings from the Fellowship Team. 

A loved tradition continues as we look forward to Lent. The Fellowship team will once again host the 

ά{ǿŜŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŜŀǘǎέ coffee hour on Sunday February 26th.  This year’s theme will be Mardi Gras. Put 

on your purple, green and gold beads and join us after worship.  We ask that you find that delectable 

dessert or candy that you’ve been wanting to share and bring it on the 26th for all to enjoy. We look 

forward to seeing you there. YUM! 
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Special Services in Lent 

 

Ash Wednesday Service, March 1st, 7 pm 

 

On Wednesday, March 1st, we will be marking the beginning of the Lenten season with an Ash 

Wednesday service. Please join us for this service that invites us to enter into a period of self-reflection, 

prayer, and preparation in anticipation of the celebrations of Easter.  

 

Lenten Mid-Week Services 

Wednesday evenings at 7 pm, March 8, 15, 22, 29, April 5 and 12 

 

Throughout Lent, we will have an opportunity every Wednesday evening to pause and reflect on our 

Lenten journey. These will be simple services, focusing on Scripture, confession, and prayers of 

intercession, and are intended to guide us in our examination of ourselves and our world. In these 

services, we will find challenges as we discipline ourselves, but also sustenance as we move ever closer 

to Easter Sunday.  

 

Good Friday Service, April 14, 7 pm 

 

Join us for a Service of Tenebrae on Friday, April 14th, as we enter into the darkest time of the Christian 

calendar. This will be a somber service of reflection. While we know that death does not have the final 

word, it is important for us to remember the sacrifice and suffering of Christ.  
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The deadline for the next SPIRE is Tuesday, February 14th, 2017.  

Thank you! 

 

                     

   

Thank you to everyone who sent cards, well wishes, flowers and 
many prayers for Dave and for me after he passed.  This past 
summer and fall was a big struggle for both of us and your 
prayers and well wishes were very much appreciated.  A very 
special thank you to Pastor Kyle and Sandy McMenamin and the 
deacons.  I am blessed to know so many kind and caring people. 
Sincerely, Sylvia Lyon 
 
Mary Blake and her daughter Roxanne would like to thank all of 
you for your prayers and concern during her illness. Without all of 
ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΦ ²Ŝ ŦŜƭǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
through the Holy Spirit at each and every challenge. We love each 
and every one of you! 
DƻŘΩǎ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΣ 
Mary and Roxanne 
 

        

 

 

Special Program on February 16th 2017, 7 pm 

The congregation and the public are invited to attend the Palmyra Historic Preservation 

Commission’s “Ninth Period History Class,” for the program, “Slaves in the Belfry: & 

Other Tales of an Abolitionist Preacher,” led by Betsy Lewis. This program will be held 

in the sanctuary, Thursday, February 16, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 

Thank 

   you 
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SAVE THE DATE!!!! 
Put this on your calendar NOW…… 

 
Saturday, March 11th, 2017 

St. Patrick's Dinner 
 

serving from 4-7pm 
@ WPC 

All proceeds will go to Good Neighbor Fund 
 

More information to follow.  If you would like to help in this 
event, please contact Edie Chapman 597-6119 

edie56chap@aol.com 
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Canal Town Nursery School  
cordially invites you to our annual  

 Pasta Dinner and Silent Auction  

 

 

Saturday, February 4 , 2017  

4:30-7 pm  

Western Presbyterian Church  

Fellowship Hall  
 

Tickets: 

Family- $15 
Adult- $6 

Seniors- $5 
Children (3-12)- $3    under 3 are free 

 
Dinner includes pasta, meatballs, roll, salad, choice of drink, and cupcakes 
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MUSIC NOTES 

 
 
THE CHOIR is looking for a few new voices!     
  
We especially need ALTOS!  But we accept all voice parts. 
It is helpful if you read music, or if you are a really good follower!  
 
Rehearsals are at 7 p.m. on Thursdays. 
And, yes, we do have fun.  We laugh.  We sing.   
We learn new music and we re-learn old favorites.   
We’re a choir family and we’d love to welcome some new sisters and 
brothers! 
 

 

ᶹ ᶻ ᶹ ᶻ ᶹ ᶻ ᶹ ᶻ ᶹ ᶻ ᶹ 
 
 
 

With the resignations of Jack Moak, Heather Trapiss, and Nancy 
Kratzert, we are experiencing a short supply of ringers and 
substitutes. 
 
The WPC Bell Choir would like to canvass the congregation to invite 
anyone who has an interest in ringing and some knowledge in music 
to step forward and join us.  
 
Our music sessions are a very rewarding inter -generational 
experience, albeit, sometimes a little wacky.  
 

This initiate will give you budding talented artists, a great debut, to showcase your creative musical 
skills and unveil your hidden potential, as you too could be a un ique, distinctive and talented ringer, 
with only mediocre caliber musical talent.  
 
We need regulars and substitutes because inevitably, at some point everyoneõs schedule conflicts and 
this way we can rotate people in and out accordingly.  The commitment is , if you are scheduled to play, 
it benefits the whole bell choir if you are there for practice.  We canõt do it without you, but we can be 
flexible.  
 
We practice on Thursday nights from 6 to 7 pm.  We would like to play at least once a month, possibly 
on the last Sunday of the month, and for special occasions.  We are not planning on playing in the 
months of June, July, and August. 
 
Please contact Robin or Patti Squier, if you are interested or would like more information.  Please help 
us remain solvent. 
 
Thank you. 
Robin Lostetter and Patti Squier  
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Women’s Association Blanket Sunday Mission 

February 5, 2017 
 

 

It’s time to mark your calendar for our annual Blanket Sunday mission, which is 

sponsored by the Women’s Association.  This is your opportunity to help support our 

neighbors near and far who are victims of ongoing natural disasters, violence and other 

emergencies.   

 

Our donations are used to purchase new winter weight and summer weight 

blankets by Church World Service.  For additional information, you may visit 

www.churchworldservice.org. 

 

$10.00 buys one blanket that is used as part of the Church World Service relief 

efforts around the world.  The stockpiles of blankets must always be replenished for fast 

distribution.  An envelope will be provided in the February 5th church bulletin for your 

contribution or you may send a check to the church.  Checks should be made out to the 

Western Presbyterian Church and marked “Blanket Fund”.  Thank you. 

 

 

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS  
 
It doesn't happen very often, but every now and then the weather is bad enough that we need 
to cancel our worship service. In the event that we have that situation this winter, we will send 
an email to all members by 7AM Sunday morning. Face Book will also be updated, and for 
those who don't use email, we will make phone calls. If for some reason, you would like to be 
added to the phone list, please contact the office. 
 
The most important message is, please be safe. If worship hasn't been cancelled, but the 
weather isn't good where you are, please stay warm and safe where you are! 

http://www.churchworldservice.org/
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Sunday School is BURSTING with L-O-V-E!  

  

What an exciting and fun month January has been.  We started by creating our own Epiphany stars.  We added 

glittery and shimmery stickers to cardboard to make our stars BRIGHT and BEAUTIFUL, so everyone around us 

knew the coming of Christ.  We also had an Epiphany party.  We remembered the wise men’s visit to worship 

Baby  Jesus with a special reading of Humphrey’s 1st Christmas.  The story shares the birth of Jesus Christ 

through a camel's eyes. Humphrey's 

1st Christmas also reminds us the 

true meaning of gift-giving.  After our 

story, we created large stars. We will 

follow these stars today, tomorrow 

and all year long.  

 Learning more about Epiphany and 

celebrating helped all of us, as children of God, to better understand 

Jesus, His mission in the world, and our own response to the gift of 

God's grace.  

The Sunday School children, also put their creative and artistic hats on and made 

some beautiful Valentines wreaths for our shut-in congregation members.   We 

took large cardboard hearts and glued bright colored, crumbled up tissue paper 

to them.  This is a service project our Sunday School children take very seriously 

and enjoy doing. It's amazing 

what you can make out of 

cardboard, bright colored 

tissue paper and sticky glue.  

Our Sunday School family loves sharing our LOVE by 

creating Valentines using bright  

colors, groovy patterns and 

our inventive imaginations.   

We’re VERY SURE our shut in 

friends will feel LOVED when 

they receive our Valentines.  
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Mission & Social Concerns Team  

 
Well, we are starting 2017 out with a bangé  On January 11th, we had the 

pleasure of having 12 High School Seniors help us to bag 880 bags of food (11 weeks) 
for our Weekend Wellness program.  These Seniors were working on fulfilling hours for 
their Partic ipation in Government (PIG) class.  We started out at 3 pm and finished just 
before 7 pm.  We had 4 tables representing the week that John Cook/Wilma Redmond, 
Ruth Dantz, Jan Taylor and Edie Chapman do.  The kids worked fast (much faster than 
us!) and they  were wonderful young people.  We plan on doing another event in March 
that will complete our year.  

We have to thank Jerry and Sandy Kelly, who stopped in to help as their 
granddaughter Hannah was participating and Don Dantz who filled in for Ruth when 
she  needed to go to the Food Pantry.  Also, our recycling team who broke down boxes, 
loaded their vehicles and took them to be recycled; John Cook, Jerry Kelly and Don 
Dantz. Also, Eric Chapman for helping me do the shopping and unloading all the food.       
If I missed anyone, THANK YOU!  

 
Edie Chapman  
Weekend Wellness Team  
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Toddler Schedule  

Below is the Schedule for staffing of the Toddler Room during the 10:00 AM 

Sunday morning service. Thank you in advance for your extremely important 

mission of providing infant and toddler care.  Please arrive about 10-15 

minutes early.  If you find you are not available on your assigned date, please 

find a replacement.     Many, Many thanks!   

FYI  ς Emily Mc Farlane is available most Sundays to help the adult in the nursery.  Snack and a Vacuum       

(if needed) are in the closet.  Let Jody know when we need more snacks.  Thanks again for your help.            

                                              02/05/17          Logan & Kelly Babcock    315-210-0368  

               02/12/17         Carol and Andy Sloan     315-597-5182  

      02/19/17         Katie Mitchell                              315-597-5653  

  02/26/17          Sue Leonard           315-597-6616 

   03/05/17       Rena Haigh     315-597-5971 

 

                        03/12/17           Maxine & Kelly Babcock                 315-210-0368  

  03/19/17     Sue Pringle     315-597-9533 

 

  03/26/17 Jan Taylor     315-597-4293 

 

 04/02/17 Irene Fadden     585-802-7594 

 

 04/09/17    Ruth Dantz     315-597-2143 

 

 04/16/17 Jody Pruitt     315-331-3211 

 

 04/23/17 Nancy Talma     315-597-5003  

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

*If anyone or anyone you know is interested in joining the team in providing infant and toddler care during the 

10:00am service please contact Jody Pruitt, we would love to have you!  Also if you are no longer able to help 

please let Jody know as well.  Thanks CE Team             Jody Pruitt   315-331-3211   jody.pruitt@gmail.com    
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY     HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

   
February 1 James DePoint February 15 John Cook & Wilma Redman 
February 1 Eudora Eagley February 15 Jerry & Sandy Kelly 
February 1 James Bush    
February 3 Lynette Cogan   
February 8 Frank Koeberle   
February 11 Patricia Dlugosh   
February 13 Frank Lawrence   
February 13 Daphne Hemmings   
February 13 Margaret Eskild   
February 14  Sylvia Lyon   
February 19 Gene Bassage   
February 21  Martha Beato   
February 23 Donna Scribner   
February 24 Edith Chapman   
February 25 Janet Manktelow   

  February 26           Maxine Babcock                 

 
If you are an active member and we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please 
contact the office at 597-9171 so we can add it to our list next time.  If your anniversary 
or birthday is missing, it means it was not in the Data Base, which is where we get the 
list. 
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FEBRUARY 2017 
SUN.     MON.  TUES.        WED.   THURS.         FRI.      SAT.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
1 pm Mission/Social 
Concerns 

2 
6 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Choir 

3 
 

4    
4:30-7 pm CTNS 
Pasta Dinner FH 

 
 

5   Blanket Sunday 

Sr. Barbara Moore 
Preaching 
1 pm American 
Legion Service 

6 
4:30 pm CTNS Board 

7 pm Fellowship 

7 
2 pm Deacons 

8 
7 pm Christian 
Ed. 

9 
6 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Choir 
 

10 
 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 
Communion 
Sunday 

13 
 

14 

SPIRE DEADLINE 
6:30 pm Property 

7 pm Worship 
 

15 
7 pm Finance 
7 pm Circle IV 

16 
6 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Choir 
7 pm Slaves in the 
Belfry Program 
Sanctuary 

17 
 
 
 

18 
 
 

19  
No Sunday 
School 

20 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
Office Closed 

21 
 

22  
 

23    
6 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Choir 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Sweets & Treats 
Mardis Gras Theme 

27 
 
 
 

28 
7 pm Session 
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MARCH 2017 
 

    SUN.     MON.  TUES.        WED.   THURS.         FRI.      SAT.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
Ash Wednesday 
1 pm Mission/Social 
Concerns 

7 pm Service 

2 
6 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Choir 

3 
 

4    
 

 
 

5    
 
 

6 
4:30 pm CTNS Board 

7 pm Fellowship 

7 
2 pm Deacons 

8 
6 pm Christian Ed. 
7 pm Lent Service 

9 
6 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Choir 
 

10 
5-8 pm CNTS Open 
House & Art Show 
FH 

11 
4-7 pm GNF St. 
tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 5ŀȅ 
Dinner FH 
 
 

12  Communion 
Sunday 
Daylight Savings 
Time Begins 

13 
 

14 
6-9 pm King’s 
Daughter’s FH & Kit. 

6:30 pm Property 

7 pm Worship 
 

15 
7 pm Finance 
7 pm Lent Service 

16 
6 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Choir 

17 
 
 
 

18 
 
 

19  
 

20 
 

21 
SPIRE DEADLINE 

22  
7 pm Lent Service 

23    
6 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Choir 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 
 
 

28 
7 pm Session 

29 
7 pm Lent Service 

30 31 
 

 

 


