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“How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!” ~Psalm 133:1
People of God at WPC,
This verse is running through my heart these days as I consider the past few months in our church, our
nation, and our world. For seven and a half months our lives have been overwhelmingly changed by a
pandemic that continues to spread and claim more and more victims. National events have caused further
disruption as personal and congregational relationships have been strained due to political differences.
And yet…
We have resumed in-person worship, and this has been one of my greatest sources of joy. To be able to
worship together with other siblings in Christ has been refreshing and renewing. We still offer online worship
for those who are not comfortable yet returning to larger gatherings, but we rejoice that there are multiple ways
for us to dwell together.
In our family, with the kids back in school, we have been able to reclaim some sort of semblance of
“routine.” At the height of New York state’s shutdown, it was hardest for us to attempt to balance
remote/online learning with two parents who were trying to get their own work done, all while a 3-year-old was
demanding attention. To say we were barely making it is an understatement.
I do not tell you about this as a way of asking for pity, but to illustrate a point: none of us have been
doing well, and it is not because of any failure on our part. It is simply because of events that were beyond our
control; events that took us and shook us up and refused to put the pieces back together. Something someone
has said has stuck with me: “It feels hard because it is hard; it feels overwhelming because it is overwhelming.”

These are not normal times.
The thing with long-term trauma like this is that it wears our systems out. Our “fight or flight” response
is meant for short-term situations (running away from immediate danger or fighting that wild animal threatening
the family). This situation is completely different. We have been living with heightened anxiety and stress for
such a long period of time that our bodies, our minds, our very spirits, are not getting the chance to recover.
Unfortunately, this is the new normal that we have to learn to deal with, at least for the foreseeable
future.

As your pastor, my primary function is to care for you. To put it bluntly, in the midst of learning new
technologies to try to keep us feeling connected, trying to maintain my own mental health, and the stresses this
placed on our family life, I have not lived up to the standard I have for myself. And I am so very sorry if you
have not felt the care you need.
Working with the session, we have committed to improving our communication, clearly stating
expectations of one another, and attending to the needs of our members in caring ways.
One of the things I have been doing over the past few weeks is working with a coach. Coaches who
work with ministers carve out space and time for the Holy Spirit to be heard and lead us forward in thoughtful,
creative ways, helping to frame (or reframe) issues and challenges, see possibilities for action, and become
aware of obstacles that may be holding us back. I have absolutely loved my time with my coach so far, and I am
excited for the ways he is helping me to further develop my pastoral gifts.
Another way is by simply being more available. I have become aware of how important it is for some
people to be able to just “pop in” to the church office to say hello. I will be attempting to make regular office
hours a regular part of my routine each week.
That being said, please remember that ministry is not done primarily in the church building, and also,
just because I am not in the church building, does not mean I am not working. In addition to serving as your
pastor, I also serve on the board of Camp Whitman for our Presbytery and moderate the session for another
local congregation who does not have a pastor at this time.
All that to simply say this: the best way to get some time to sit down with me is to get in touch! Email,
call, send up the pastor signal! One of my very favorite things to do is to sit down with people one-on-one (or
two or three-on-one) to just talk. We can meet at church in my study, or at McCann’s over coffee, or if the
weather is nice, go for a walk down main street. Nothing else is as important as spending time with you.
As hard as this past seven and a half months have been, I am grateful for the lessons we have been
learning together. I’d have rather learned them in different ways, but I am reminded that even in exile, the
Israelites learned that God worked for the glory of the coming kingdom. Even in the midst of this time, God is
working a new thing.

Grace & peace in Christ,
~Pastor Kyle
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A Note from Session
We thought it was time to let everyone know what has been happening since we sent the letter out
to the congregation at the end of July. As we said in the letter, we are working on improving
communications. Kyle agreed to get a coach to work with him on this. He has gotten a coach
through Presbytery and has had 3 meetings with him. He is being very intentional in trying to
improve meeting with or calling church members. We also plan on keeping the Spire going so we
can have a way to communicate with everyone.
On Sunday afternoon October 11th, session met with Reverend Aaron Frank from the Presbytery
Committee on Ministry. He will be working with us to deal with other issues the congregation has.
As a result of this meeting Kyle and Sandy McMenamin, Chair of Deacons, will meet every week to
keep up to date on who is going through different things and needs contact from Kyle. We
discussed many issues that the congregation has raised. We are trying to meet with these members
to have a serious and sometimes difficult conversation. We are also trying to figure out a
reasonable schedule for Kyle to have office hours. As most of you know, ministry is not a set hourly
job. While Kyle is not always in the office it doesn’t mean he isn’t working. He almost always works
more than 40 hours per week.
As we discussed many different problems, we are still working on solutions. The best way to move
forward is to be open and honest with each other. Be patient as we continue to work through the
issues. Remember Kyle and I are always open for conversation about whatever is bothering you!
We’ll keep in touch on what the session is doing through the Spire each month.
I think the way Irene Fadden always ends her e-mails is just what we need to hear:
We love because he first loved us.
Janet Manktelow - Clerk of Session

3

Dear Friends,
As you know, we resumed in-church worship on September 20th. What a blessing!
The Worship Team would like to thank everyone who helped us to get the church ready, and those
who have volunteered for the Sunday morning procedures.
All of these volunteers have helped to "make it happen". But at this time, we have a shortage of
volunteers, partly because not everyone has returned to church yet, due to health concerns.
Since we can't continue to rely on the same people all of the time, we are asking for your help. If you
volunteer, it won't be a full-time responsibility.
We will spread the dates out among all of the volunteers. We will show you what needs to be done
and will partner you with someone who has done it before.
What we need:
---AV system operator for Sunday services. For full coverage, volunteer will need to be able to use
the laptop to access Gmail, Facebook, PowerPoint and one other software to prepare for live
streaming and display of the announcements. During the service, volunteer will need to follow plan
provided by Pastor to switch between system inputs and preset camera views. Full instructions are
available, and training will be provided.
---Ushers, although the usher duties have changed.
Ushers now take temperatures as folks enter the building; ensure social distancing according to the
markers in the hallway; direct folks to sign in before entering the sanctuary.
---Liturgists/readers. Pastor Kyle has been doing the services solo, but at some point, we would like
the services to be led by our pastor and a reader.
If you have never been a reader in the past, Kyle provides you with the readings and a script a few
days prior to Sunday. He makes it very easy, and you will feel well prepared.
We need you! And we will be so appreciative of any help that you can provide. As everyone has
been saying these days, we are in this together.
Please contact Sue Leonard at 585-734-4027 or seleonard2003@yahoo.com. Thank you.
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Provides assistance for people impacted by man-made and natural disasters such as
COVID 19, hurricanes and wildfires. Provides food and addresses issues of systemic
poverty.
Helps communities deal with issues of injustice, oppression, and systemic racism.
Western Presbyterian will celebrate the One Great Hour of Sharing Donation on
October 25th and November 1st. Please put “One Great Hour of Sharing” on the memo
line of your check.
Any questions, please ask Cassie Hughes.
Thank you for your generosity.
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Have you seen ride-on’s in the front parking lot of
the church? Have you heard the squeal of
excitement from little people while playing in the
leaves on the side lawn??
Canal Town Nursery School has been a mission of
WPC for many years. A BIG thank you goes out to
the CTNS staff & Board of Directors and the WPC
Property Committee & Session for coming
together, as a team, to ensure that CTNS can
safely open to service the families of our
community for the 47th year.

Preschool Excellence Since 1973
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Visio Divina
Most Wednesday Afternoons @ 4 pm
Join us on Zoom!
“I thank you God for most this amazing Day.”
~E.E. Cummings
Visio Divina, latin for ‘divine seeing,’ is a method of meditation, reflection, and prayer through a
process of intentional seeing. Visio Divina extends the 6th century Benedictine practice of Lectio
Divina by the use of visual imagery. Traditionally, Visio Divina was accompanied by Benedictine
iconography and illuminations, however different faith traditions have adapted the process over time,
utilizing both secular and nonsecular images.
On Wednesdays, we will gather on Zoom for one hour to consider the image that accompanies the
coming Sunday’s sermon text. This will be an opportunity to spend a few days walking with the text
before Pastor Kyle preaches on it, as well as a way to dive a little deeper into the scriptural texts in new
and creative ways.
Come as you are! No preparation necessary! Watch your email for Zoom information!
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Coffee and Contemplation
Most Mondays @ 10 AM
Join us on Zoom!
“Mornings are for coffee and contemplation.” ~Chief Hopper, Stranger Things
Have you ever been sitting in worship, listening to the sermon, and wondered about
something the preacher said? Maybe you were left feeling puzzled, or curious, but
never had the opportunity to follow up.

Well, “Coffee & Contemplation” is back, reimagined!
Because we are still taking precautions around Covid-19, we will be gathering via
Zoom this fall to discuss the text from the previous morning. Bring your questions
and queries and be ready for wonderful conversation.
Bring your own coffee or tea, and let’s contemplate together. Watch your email for
Zoom information!
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Prayer Gathering
Most Thursday evenings @ 7 pm
Join us on Zoom!
“For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
~Matthew 18:20
When the Covid-19 pandemic began, we looked for meaningful ways to continue to
connect with one another within the parameters of our new, physically distanced
world.
One of the ways was with a prayer gathering that met via Zoom on Thursday
evenings. Even as we begin to come physically back together, we will be continuing
this online gathering for sharing of joys and concerns and lifting all up to God in
prayer.
We will gather most Thursday evenings at 7 on Zoom. Come as you are, when you
are able, and watch your email for Zoom information.
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Reverse Advent Calendar for the Food Pantry
Instead of getting something every day of Advent, give to others.
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

26
Thanksgiving
Day

27
Deodorant

28
Handwashing
soap

29
A bottle of
dish detergent

30
Handwashing
soap

1
Diapers for
babies or
adults

2
Laundry Soap

3
Tube of
toothpaste
and a new
toothbrush

4
Bottle of spray
with bleach

5
Deodorant

6
Hand sanitizer

7
Handwashing
soap

8
Laundry soap
and/or dryer
sheets

9
Toilet bowl
cleaner

10
new
toothbrush
and tube of
toothpaste

11
Diapers for
babies or
adults

12
Tooth care
Floss,
mouth wash,
etc.

13
Laundry Soap

14
A bottle of
dish detergent

15
Handwashing
soap

16
Bottle of spray
with bleach

17
Tube of
toothpaste
And a new
toothbrush

18
Hand sanitizer

19
Toilet bowl
cleaner

20
A bottle of
dish detergent

21
deodorant

22
Cleaner with
bleach

23

24
Diapers for
babies or
adults

25
Christmas Day

new
toothbrush
and tube of
toothpaste

Fill the Advent bags with gifts as suggested on the calendar, or with what you are able to share.
We are suggesting more health care items this year as it is what is requested at the pantry.
Please bring your bags each week and place the gifts in the large boxes under the tree.

Thanks to all of you who
participated in this Food Pantry
Project in 2019.
Those who use the Food Pantry
were very appreciative to have
these products available.
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Finding Hope
Some of our members gathered for a faith filled message of ‘Finding Hope’ while
creating amazing unique hope-filled paintings.
This event started with a discussion of what hope is and how it differs from wishing
for something. One insightful participant suggested that hope was an anticipation
of something that is possible, wish is more momentary and possibly materialistic.
We talked about how hopelessness is a sense of powerlessness that things are futile
and nothing we do can change things. It can be a feeling of apathy in a painful
situation. Hopelessness can be a loss of energy and loss of motivation – change can
be difficult. It can be the thinking that nothing will change – If I try, I will fail.
Ahh, though we all feel hopeless at times, we each have different ways to transition
beyond the feeling. By making just a small change in our actions we can burst out of
the hopeless thundercloud, some action outside your regular behavior. This breaks
the sense of powerlessness that holds you back. Overcoming the inertia of
hopelessness can help you build hope.
Hope can be obtained by thinking of and listing what you want to do to change.
That is a first step. This may seem a difficult task. By reaching out to your faith
community you know that there is a higher power that can carry you in finding
hope. It is a safe place to ask questions. When we share concerns, we validate our
emotions. This allows for healing.
Finding hope can be as simple as looking to others that are inspirational and
seeing what is motivating about them. It could be from inspirational books and
other media connections as well.
One key element to finding hope is to see and do acts of kindness. Kind acts are
infectious while also enriching your soul, impact your mood and outlook. Perform
these acts of kindness daily. Kindness triggers the release of serotonin, it offers (1)
antidepressant effect (2) calms Stress (3) Helps to reduce pain. Even watching
others do acts of kindness helps – you may become more connected and gain a
sense of contributing.
Together we shared our thoughts while creating our personal image of hope. The
strength of fellowship and grace during this time certainly strengthened me and
gave me hope when I so truly needed it.
Peace – respectfully submitted by Randy Kennard

Bible Reading:
1 Thessalonians 2:17-20 17But, brothers and sisters, when we were orphaned by
being separated from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of our
intense longing, we made every effort to see you. 18For we wanted to come to youcertainly I, Paul, did, again and again-but Satan blocked our way. 19For what is our
hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our LORD
Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 20Indeed, you are our glory and joy.
Source: Psychology Today; Article by Karyn Hall Ph.D., Finding Hope, Posted 4-19-2015
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Stewardship is a spiritual matter, not a code word
for raising money.
Stewardship is not simply asking for pledges in the
fall to meet the needs of the church’s budget for
the following year.
Stewardship is a theological statement-a way of
life. And it comes from believing that we are
beloved children of God.

Christmas Angels Gifts
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Qholaqhoe Mountain Connection’s
mission is to benefit the people of Qholaqhoe , Lesotho by
providing the financial assistance to promote the ability of
students to receive an education.

Qholaqhoe ,
Lesotho

Grace House Helping Those in Our Community

School
Village

Family Promise of Wayne County
relies on about 1500 volunteers to provide the services necessary to sustain
families in crisis. While families are living in the network, volunteers have
opportunities to provideassistance 365 days a year, 24 hours a day.
WPC has hosted families the past 2 years. We have provided sleeping quarters,
evening meals, grab-and-go breakfasts, transportation when necessary.
During 2020, FPWC
has had 13 families,
22 children, and an
average of 50 days in
the program for each
family.

During COVID -19 we purchased 3 weeks of groceries
while the families were living in apartments.

Volunteers of WPC supported
families at the Day Center,
served on Board and
Committees, and helped with
the remodel of the Day Center.

WPC has supported Family Promise
of Wayne County through affiliate
fundraising events.

Christian Education Team

In February, CE held VBS for one
day. What a great time for
everyone able to attend!

Sunday School kiddos made and
sold cards. They gave Mr. Hassler
the money raised for the church.

Summer VBS went virtual in 2020
Games

Crafts

Bible Stories
Singing

Sunday School During COVID
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Randy Kennard went to Mexico to
visit Pastor Ricardo and family. She
took our favorite Bible verses with
her to share with our brothers and
sisters in Mexico.

3 wonderful young ladies, who have
grown up in this church learned more
about their faith through confirmation.

Honduras Healthy Ninos

Healthy Ninos, Honduras
Health concerns
doctor and meds
blood pressure
deworming
vitamins

New Concrete
Floors
WPC - 4 Floors

Purifying Water
1 per home
School Supplies

Sending out
• Birthday Cards
• Get Well Cards
• Sympathy Cards

Deacons Team

Preparing communion

Making Phone
calls to keep in
touch during
COVID

Visiting shut-ins

Praying daily

A beautiful banner was created for Advent.

Dentist
tooth care donations

On Ash Wednesday, we
got together to make
“into the wilderness”
vases with stones, sand,
moss and sticks.

Worship Team

The Worship Team prepared
the sanctuary for Christmas.
They planned for the other
services including the Day of
Prayer.

As we prepared to
worship together, the
worship team planned
and planned how we
could stay safe while
being together.

WPC has the wonderful choir that added to our worship
until COVID happened.

16

Fellowship Team
Sweets and Treats in 2020, but other
activities canceled due to COVID.

Faith Paints
Due to COVID, no Lenten Faith Paint in 2020

Property Team
• Keeps the church in good repair.
• Makes sure the snow is removed and
ice is salted.
• Continue to make updates to the audiovisual in the sanctuary.
• Worked and planned diligently so the
building could be used for worship and
CTNS in September.

Despite COVID – 19, we continued to live our
Christian Faith.
We’ve learned to use 21st Century technology – for
worship, for VBS, for Sunday School, for Team
meetings, for Bible Study and for Prayer.
We’ve continued to support old ministries in new
ways – Family Promise, Free Lunch at the Library,
Weekend Wellness, and Food Pantry.

During the past year, we at WPC have made an impact on our community.
children have been fed,
families in need have been helped,
meaningful worship has been shared, and
prayers have been answered.
Our impact is only because of the congregation’s generosity in time, talent, and treasure.
Please prayerfully consider what you can give to the ministry of Western Presbyterian.

Please return this pledge card to the church for dedication on November 15 th. You may mail it or return
it to the generosity box across from the office.

Name ____________________________ Do you want envelopes? _______
Amount of pledge _________________ per week, per month, or per year
In addition, can you please pay the per capita of $50 for each member in your
family? Yes, I can ____ for how many ____No, I can’t _____
Our total budget is $175,000.
Our challenge for pledges is $90,000.
What will you invest in the ministry of Western Presbyterian Church?
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
November 5
November 8
November 8
November 9
November 10
November 12
November 12
November 13
November 13
November 16
November 18
November 25
November 26

Katie Mitchell
Michael Semans
Gary LaBerge
Betsy Lewis
Sue Leonard
Rose Prober
Terry Gendron
Dorothy Schlee
Terry Goodwin
Nella McFarlane
Abagayle Teeter
Eleanor Giles
Randy Kennard

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
November 16
November 22

Andrew & Carol Sloan
David & Patricia Pinkney

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary, please contact the office at 597-9171 so we can
add it to our list next time!
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Our Prayer Concerns (updated October 25, 2020)
Grieving:
Family & Friends of Jim Ormiston (requested by Joan & Lloyd Durfey)
Family & Friends of Jason Greaney (requested by Pastor Kyle)
Family & Friends of Geraldine Deming (requested by the Chapman family)
Family & Friends of Harold Squier (requested by Patti & David Squier)
Family & Friends of Sharon Tones (requested by Sandy McMenamin)
Family & Friends of David C. (requested by Rochelle Morse)
Serving in the Armed Forces:
Jeffrey Bavis, AJ Bliss, Cody Bullock, Adam Hill, Sarah Jagger, Joe Krebbeks, Patrick Magno, Josh Polli, Dylan
Smith, Adam Stephens, Adam VanNatta, Shod Williams
Others for whom prayers have been requested:
All caregivers, All those who have been affected by the Coronavirus, All victims of violence, hatred and hunger,
Nelson Ameele, Annabelle Brown & family, Jim Bush, Beth Chang, Bob Clark, Betsy Goodwin, Janet Haigh, Bill
Hassler, Kailee, Madelyn Jagger, Christine Stachecki Johanessen, Rosie Kessler, Dan Kinsella, Barbara Denton
Knight, Samantha Knight, Kathy Lesio, Lizzie, Jessica Locey, Jennifer Mahnke, Richard Menzel, Marilyn Moran,
Paul Murphy, Jim Murray, Denise Nash, Eileen Olson, Rev. Dick Otterness, Michaela Raes, Steve Razik,
Christopher Riese, Joanne Rockwell, Kathy Rynders, Andrew Stephens, Jan Taylor, Rev. Eric Titus, Charlie Tolson,
Lee Anne Scriber Uhelski, Deborah Wilder & family, Albert Zaranka, Ellen Zaranka
Please pray for those who wish to remain anonymous as they, too, need our prayers.
Others for whom we continue to pray:
Tracy D’Arduini, Harold M. Delhagen, Kathleen Dougherty, Art Duel, Evelyn Elsenheimer, Greg Elsenheimer,
Kriss Larsen, Marta Lydia & Pastor Ricardo, Ashley Maragas, Cim McFarlane, Marilyn Pitts, Wesley Pruitt, Wilma
Redman, David Squier, Fran Storm
Congregation members in nursing homes or shut-in:
Beverly Koeberle, Bev Mouton, Patricia Nash, Ginny Palmer
Prayers of Intercession are offered each day by our Pastor and Deacons.
19
To request prayer for yourself or another, please contact Pastor Kyle, Sandy McMenamin, or the Church office.
Please remember that all prayer requests are automatically removed from the list after one month unless the giver specifically requests
continuation.

Ministry Teams
If a ministry team is going to meet,
the chair will reach you
by phone and/or email.
Stay Well. Stay Safe.
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You can mail your

offering to
101 East Main St.

Palmyra, NY 14522.
Or you can bring your
offering to the church.
Kathy puts an offering plate
outside the office Tues.,
Wed., and Thurs. 9:00-2:00.
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mail: NOVEMBER 2020
SUN.
1

MON.

TUES.

WED.

THURS.

Daylight Savings
Time ends
9 am Sunday School
One Great Hour of
Sharing

2

3

4

5

10 am Coffee &
Contemplation
Zoom

Election Day
7 pm Christian Ed.
Zoom

10 am Mission/Social
Concerns Zoom
4 pm Visio Divina
Zoom

7 pm Prayer
Gathering Zoom

8

9

10

11

12

Communion Sunday
9 am Sunday School

10 am Coffee &
Contemplation
Zoom

7 pm Worship Zoom

Veteran’s Day

7 pm Prayer
Gathering Zoom

15

16

17

18

19

9 am Sunday School

10 am Coffee &
Contemplation
Zoom

SPIRE DEADLINE

1 pm Circle
4 pm Visio Divina
Zoom
6:30 pm Property

7 pm Prayer
Gathering Zoom
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23

24

25

9 am Sunday School
Hanging of the
Greens

Office Open
8:30 am until 2 pm
10 am Coffee &
Contemplation
Zoom
4:30 pm CTNS

Office Open
8:30 am until 2 pm

Office Open
8:30 am until 2 pm
4 pm Visio Divina
Zoom

29

30

1st Sunday of Advent
No Sunday School

10 am Coffee &
Contemplation
Zoom

4 pm Visio Divina
Zoom

FRI.

SAT.

6

7

13

14

20

21

26

27

28

Thanksgiving Day
Office Closed

Reverse Advent
Calendar Begins
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DECEMBER 2020

SUN.

MON.

TUES.

WED.

THURS.

1

2

3

7 pm Christian Ed.
Zoom

10 am Mission/Social
Concerns Zoom
4 pm Visio Divina
Zoom

7 pm Prayer
Gathering Zoom

FRI.
4

5

11

12

18

19

26

6

7

8

9

10

2nd Sunday of
Advent

6-9 pm Kings
Daughter’s FH
7 pm Worship Zoom

4 pm Visio Divina
Zoom

7 pm Prayer
Gathering Zoom

9 am Sunday School

10 am Coffee &
Contemplation
Zoom

13

14

15

16

17

3rd Sunday of
Advent

SPIRE
DEADLINE

1 pm Circle
4 pm Visio Divina
Zoom
6:30 pm Property

7 pm Prayer
Gathering Zoom

9 am Sunday School

10 am Coffee &
Contemplation
Zoom

20

21

22

23

24

25

4th Sunday of
Advent

Office Open
8:30 am to 2 pm

Office Open
8:30 am to 2 pm

Office Open
8:30 am to 2 pm

Christmas Eve
Office Closed

Christmas Day
Office Closed

9 am Sunday School

SAT.

5:30 pm Family
XMAS
10 pm Lessons &
Carols

27

28

29

30

31

Jan. 1

1st Sunday of
Christmas
No Sunday School

Office Open
8:30 am to 2 pm

Office Open
8:30 am to 2 pm

Office Open
8:30 am to 2 pm

New Year’s Eve
Office Closed

New Year’s Day
Office Closed
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